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SUBJECT j Western European Reactions to the Soviet Decision to 
Dismantle the fissile Bases in Cuba 

By the morning of October 30 tho following reactions to the Soviet 
announcement on October 28 of decision to withdraw the missile bases 
from Cuba had begun to emerge in Western Europe* 

**-a- gflaSi»BMMllB« « Btttt l lMtttt g BM » 

The announcement of the Soviet decision to dismantle the ntissile bases 
in Cuba evoked great relief from governments, the press and the public 
throughout I'estcrn Europe* This feeling of relief was sustained through 
the two days following announcement of the decision. Aim*- t :, narked was 
the feeling that the Soviet decision icpresent^d a major di;.o*natic 
victory for .'-aarican firmness. There was a ^reatar readiness now than 
before the Soviet announcement to accept the American view of the gravity 
of the threat the bases had posed to .:e stern security, and there was 
widespread admiration for President Kennedy's handling of the crisis. 
To put it sorowhat differently, the Soviet decision had the effect of 
confirming the American analysis of the strategic implications of the 
bases and justifying the strong line token by the President, 

On the other hand, there was considerable praise for Khrushchev, 
not exclusively confined to the left wing, and many were pleased that 
the UN would have a role in events. Jome, particularly among the British 
press, feared that Khrushchev's position in the Kremlin night be 
jeopardized by the Soviet action and that he night be replaced by a harder- 
liner. Most Western European papers warned against crowing over Khrushchev, 
and almost all public figures refrained from doing so in public comments. 

As to what lay ahead, there was wide agreement that negotiations on 
broad issues were likely to ensue, and a readiness in many countries to 
find in the outcoas of the Cuban afi"Vr si#is that these negotiations had 
a brighter dance of success than before. Tn seas countries, however, 
notably Germany, there was a conviction tost the 3oviets might simply 
shift their offensive to another field and that caution was more than 
ever the watchword. And finally, although there were those who noted 
that the Soviet bases had not yet bc:n dismantled, and that this wild 
have to be the first. harder c£. business, foe the mrt.part there seemed 
to be little dou^tstfeatltnejRttlsianjs :*oil& &ro£efcd ^promised. 
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In the North Atlantic Council, NAlfo *re?reVen£atlves of a number of 
countries courrended the President's handling of the situation. They 
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considered t*ut It was argent to plan next caves, and the Belgian, Turkish 
and Greek representatives stressed the importance of SATO consultation * 

*********************** 

A country-tjy-ccuntry analysis follows: 

UK: The govcrnnent, in its first cement, welcomed tho Soviet decision 
and was especially pleased by Soviet acceptance of UN inspection for thi 
dismantling. This latter point was repeated by the Govortsncnt in the Queen f s 
Spoech from the Throne opening the new session of parli-r.:nt. The (^xcen^s 
Speech did not fail, however, to express the UK* 3 "grave concern" over the 
introduction of offensive missiles into Cuba. The British pr%cs f which had 
by and large been critical of the United States during the earlier phases of 
the Cuban base crisis, was somewhat sheepishly congratulating both Kennedy 
and fQiru Jichev on the outcome and stressing the importance of exploiting this 
favorable break in a renewed search for peaceful solutions to outstanding 
problems. Labor spokesman Harold Wilson thought the Russians had secured 
their win objective, the "guarantee of the territorial integrity of a 
communist state on the borders of America." Many British newspapers saw in 
the Soviet acceptance of UN inspection favorable omens for gaining Soviet 
agreement to the on-site inspection prtnclple in connection with nuclear 
test ban and surprise attack negotiations. Agitation by ban-the-Bonb groups 
fell off almost immediately following announcement of the Soviet decision. 

France: "Official circles" attributed the Soviet decision (called 
"historic" by the state radio) to US firmness. Th«y pointed out the need 
for an international control body to assure dismantling of the bases. 
These same officials were reported to be emphasising that France would 
expect a place at the conference table if East-V/est negotiations on 
broader issues casued. There has been no official government statement 
as yet. 

Oct." ny : Relief and applause for US firmness were heavily tinged 
with caution. Through official spokesman von Hase, the Cabinet expressed 
its continued concern with the situation and authorized the Minister of 
E^-fense to prepare special military readiness measures. Von Hase warned 
that in any negotiations between NATO and the Vlarsaw Pact, the Soviet 
retreat in Cuba could not be treated as a concession from the Soviet side. 
Both the SPD and the CDU, the former through a spokesman and the latter 
through its press service, emphasized that US fineness had brought about 
the favorable outcoae in Cuba, and considered that if US determination 
had nm been brought home to Khrushchev, this might improve the outlook 
fcr negotiations on other problems* The COT specifically mentioned 
general controlled disarmament and the Berlin and German question as 
among these problems. 
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Jfcoy la Goftsajy iacl«aing»tbi s« *n£ larg* 'aegsants of tht press, thr-ight 
tbsre right bs Soviet oo uat erawo », bo* Inst papers wn confident that President 
ftaeedy had now found tht nost eff eotive way to deal with the Soviets* There 
w» few in Geraany who expected * lasting relaxation of tensions. 

These sea* views prevailed ia Berlin, where Mayor Brandt warned agaifiet 
over-optlalos even while expressing tho heps that Borlia'a situation sight bo 
isprovsd by tho Cuban baoa episode, tho Soviets could at least no longer doubt 
tbo readiaeee of tho tJnitod Statos to support its poaitions with strength. 
Press and public ia Borlia were highly gratified by tho turn of events. 
*-2iiie they expected Soviet aaohifiatioas against Borlia to continue, ths 
vellsprings of thoir oenf ldenoo ia Assrlcan strength aad stoadf astaoss vara 
renewed. Cffieials cad intellectuals thought tho Soviets oars now praparod 
to asgotiato outstanding issues, aui cautioned that thay would have to bo 
watched vary carefully. 

T.talar i arias Minister Faafaal'a iaitial raaetloa to tho Soviet decision*, 
isscsd through a spekessan, was that it was "vary positive." Bo said Italy 
would support tho eoaoiliatory off orts of tbo Secretsry Qoaoral of the TO* 
raafaai askad tho asbassy to iaf ora Washington that ho was "greatly pleaabd" 
with ths tura of event*. Tbo Babassy thought oao oauao of bio pleasure was 
that tho easing of tho crisis reaoved a sarioos straia froa tho center-left 
coalitioo ho hoods* 

Tb* Itallaa cantor, right and aodorata loft prsso was highly cathuaiastlo 
about dcvelofpaonts, seeing American aetioao fully justified by eveots„ Oao 
papor thought Khrushchev oust bs having difficulties la ths Kremlin, and 
statod a preference far a "flexible Khrushchev la trouble - over aissile- 
aladed Ifclinowski. 

Caw.*at Prima Hlnistor Diof oabakor sav bops in tho "serly prospaot that 
ths tbrsat to tho Vostom Baalsphers froa long-range Soviet missiles ia Cuba* 
would bo removed. Bs attributed tho roaotal to •unity, uadorotaadiag aad 
cooperation" among tho ''estera Allies aad aoatioaad Canada's pioaoor rolo 
ia preventing the shipment by air of bloc war material to Cuba. Be sav no 
g: roods for conplaeoacy or self -congratulations ia tho close brush with 
disaster* It tho seas ties, ho acted universal relief that tho outlook for a 
peaceful solstice of tho Cuban problem had "greatly improved." and saw a 
"ooatiGBlBg need for negotiation on thin aad other potential sources of thraata 
to world peace." Bs singled oat tho TO for special praise for its role 
("forum for diocassloa", "good offices of Secretary General*) and saw. heavy 
rospoasibilitits ahead for tie world body. As to tho future, he sav in 
"the negotiations- which will follow tho iaaodiato settlement of the Cuban 
crisis" broad posaibilitisa for progress in tho settlement of other issues 
between East and Vest, parUoulsrly in the field of inspected disaraaaoat. 
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Dief enbakei Suj # a l^^tLltiWnlmlJ tfifroietfeu? Canadian House of 
Gamins f called wr5tlM # epeedySi4sw^%iorfc8f t£e*<eoe*a Disarmament 
Conference and announced that Canada was prepared to contribute to an 
inspection team for Cuba, 

Canadian Foreign Minister Green was a bit mors cautious, emphasising 
in an airport departure statement tha fact that tha dismantling of tre 
Cuban bases waa yet to be carried out and streasing tha rola of the UN 
in this action. 

Opposition leader Lester Pearson expressed relief at the easing of 
the Cuban crisis but warned against dangers elssiAere, particularly in 
Berlin, If the settlement of the Cuban crisis lad to reduction of tensions 
elsewhere, President Kennedy's fimness would be tha reason, Pearson said. 
The door %?as open to negotiations, but they should be entered upon without 
illusions, and they called for wisdom, restraint, fizwsas and solidarity 
aznong the Atlantic Allies. Canada, aa *an important mambar of this 
(Atlantic) coalition, 19 could play » important role In tha days ahead aa 
Aa had in the past. 

Others . Expressing their gratification in early reactions to tha Sofiet 
decision, the Danish Foreign Minister saw hope that *a final eettlesmat* ; 
of the Cuban situation "in peace* sight be In tha offing, and the IcarwegUn 
Prime Minister's relief at the end of the crieia waa undisguised, the press 
organ of the Norwegian labor sovanent had equal praise for the President 
and Khrushchev. 

In Belgium, Foreign Minister Spaak "thanked and congratulated* 
Khrushchev for his positive response to Presioent Kennedy's proposals* 

No official statement waa issued by the Austriane, Swedes or Finns. 
The Austrian and scoe elemente of Swedish press in early reaction felt 
the Soviet decision to withdraw rapreaented a major capitulation and a 
great victory for US policy, but soma Swadiah papers thought Moscow might 
have gained something or had net yst jfaown its hand. ttX»lw?> 

rjrsportadly remarked in a private /mftW) 
~oinversation that the US waa justified in quarantining military shipments. U*^*-*' 
Ke said his only ccnoera was that US policy might soften* 

Thera was littla reaction aa yet fro© Tha Hetherlands. One newspaper 
( pe Tttisgra af -independent) admired Kennedy's statasmanship end Khrushchev's 
realism fi xwognising that Kennedy was not bluffing* Another (Da 
7olkskrant- C*tfcollc) expected the Wsat to be confrontad with new Soviet 
tactics once Cuba m* out of the mf* 

A Spanish official in Geneva callad on the US representative to convey 
congratulation* to the President on the Cuban developments* but waraad of 
grava dangar to th* pm*9%**t*# ****« «s lpnff*«*pMta© remain** in power* _______ 

Thaw is **Uh h&i'kAtdg', 'i «i« Irii^Iaf isHoMr 30, no iafonaati^n 
oa reactions in Portugal, Icaland, Luxembourg or Stsitserlande 


